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Motivational Goals Theory and Assessment Methods

Esther Kuzi and Nava Maslovaty

The Schoat of Education, Bar ltan University, Ramat Gan, [srael 52900

Abstract: This paper examines the structure of motivational goals of pupils,
assessment metheds, and the relationship between them in terms of Facet
Theory. The definitional framework of the motivational goals is expressed
according o Molivational Goals Theory (Ames, 1992; Midgely et al., 1993
Midgely & Kaplan, 1997), in & mapping sentence consisting of three conlent
facets: perception of motivational goals, aduplation, and learning process. The
definitional framework of assessment methods is expressed in a mapping
senlence consisting of four content. facels: mode of assessmemt, character of
assessment, aspects of assessment, and levels ol assessment. The study included
261 pupils in eight 6th grade classes in two clementary schools in Isracl. Two
of the schools mainly applied traditional assessment methods, and two mainty
applied alternative assessment methods. The mativational geals questionnaire
included 23 questions and the assessment questionnaire included 42 questions.
SSA revealed three radex structures: {a) of the motivational goals where the
circular order corresponds to the three content facets; (b) of the assessment
methods where the circular order correspands to the four conteni facets; {c}) of
the molivational goals and the assessment methods where a circular order of
two facets confinmed the relatignship between traditional assessment and ability
goals on one pole, and between alternative assessment and task goals on the
other pole. The Mindings show a comprehensive and dynamic relationship
between mativational goals and assessment methods.

1 Introduction

The aims of this article are to define and confirm the mullivariate and mullifaceted
structures of the assessment process and motivational goals and to construct a
combined structural theory encompassing bath. It examines the relationship between
classroom assessment and motivation goals in a diversified class climaie of pupils
studying in two kinds of elementary schools: Schools that mainly apply traditional
assessment and schools that mainly apply alternative assessment.

Until recently, traditional assessmemt based on a psychometric-quantitative
approach, was prevatent in the Israeli educational system. According to this approach,
assessmenl was based on summative tests. Teaching focused on preparing pupils for
tests, and as a resull important educational goals were neglected, such as nurturing
higher levels of thinking, promoting critical thinking and encouraging crealive
expression (Birenbaum, 1997, Lewy, 1996).

The 1980s, a period of growing discontent with traditional assessment, witnessed
the emergence of new definitions of intelligence and the development of
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